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Five months after this great council, St Alexander, lying on his death-
bed, by a heavenly inspiration recommended to his clergy and people
the choice of Athanasius for his successor, thrice repeating his name;
and when he was found to be absent, he cried out, " Athanasius, you
think to escape, but you are mistaken."1 Sozomen says he had absconded
for fear of being chosen. In consequence of this recommendation, the
bishops of all Egypt assembled at Alexandria, and finding the people
and clergy unanimous in their choice of Athanasius for patriarch, they
confirmed the election about the middle of the year 326; for St Cyril
testifies2 that he held that chair forty-six years. He seems then to have
been about thirty years of age. He ordained Frumentius Bishop of the
./Ethiopians, and made the visitation of the churches under his jurisdiction
throughout all Egypt. The Meletians continued, after the death of their
author, to hold private assemblies, ordain new bishops by their own
authority, everywhere to divide the people, and to fill Egypt with factions
and schisms. In vain did St Athanasius employ all the power which his
authority put into his hands to bring them back to the unity of the
church. The severity of their morals gained them a reputation among
the people, and their opposition to the Catholics moved the Arians to
court their friendship. Though these schismatics were in the beginning
orthodox in faith, and the first and most violent opposers of Arius, yet
they soon after joined his partizans in calumniating and impugning St
Athanasius; for which purpose they entered into a solemn league of
iniquity together.

Arius being recalled from banishment, into which he had been sent
by the emperor, St Athanasius refused him entrance into the church;
whereupon he retired to his friends in Palestine and the neighbouring
eastern provinces, at whose entreaty Constantine urged St Athanasius to
admit him to his communion. The intrepid patriarch answered the
emperor that the Catholic Church could hold no communion with heresy
that so impudently attacked the divinity of Jesus Christ.3 Eusebius of
Nicomedia and Theognis, after three years' banishment, seeing Arius
already released from his exile, wrote a letter to the emperor, which is
extant in Socrates and Sozomen, artfully declaring that they all agreed
in faith, that they received the word consubstantial, having now fully
examined its meaning, and that they entirely gave themselves up to peace;
but could not anathematize Arius, whom, by a long converse with him,
and both by word and writing, they had found not to be guilty of what
had been laid to his charge, and who had already met with a favourable
reception from his imperial majesty. Hereupon the sentence of their
banishment was reversed, and they were both permitted to return to their

1 Sozomen; b. ii. c. 17 ; Theodoret, b, ii. c. 26.                     * Et> i

3 Apol. contra Arian. p. 178, and Socr. Kb, ii. c. 22.